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A NOTE FROM OUR                                     
COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY 
I always have loved Advent.                                                                 
I love its mood of quiet and hopeful anticipation.                      
I love its themes of the coming Reign of God and                
everything being made new again. I even love its 
weeks-long tug of war at play as the rubrics of our 
faith call us into a time of stillness and waiting while 
the world relentlessly calls us into the frenzied and 
cacophonous rush of secular holiday commercialism 
and social engagements.  

Even though it falls in the seeming dead of midwinter, Advent points us in the                     
direction of things new, whether it be the promise of new and unending life in                    
Jesus or the mere fact that Advent is the first season of our liturgical year. 
Everything starts fresh when the First Sunday of Advent finally arrives after 
that oh-so-long season of Ordinary Time that followed the Day of Pentecost 
we celebrated so many Sundays ago. 

Here at Good Shepherd in particular, this Advent brings with it a truly                   
renewed sense of hope and an atmosphere palpably charged with the energy 
of newness. We’re entering liturgical 2020 with a new rector, a new interim 
associate rector and soon-to-be new vestry class. We’re also starting the new 
year in a more sustainable financial position: the people of Good Shepherd 
showed up not once but TWICE—first through the Sure Foundation campaign, 
and most recently with our annual giving season that appears on track to be 
one of the most fruitful in recent years—demonstrating their deep commit-
ment to ensuring our parish’s life, mission and ministry are turned in the             
direction of a bright future.  

Look all around you as we move into this new season together, and you’ll see 
the Holy Spirit at work in our midst. Our packed December schedule is a                 
testament to that assessment; so much so, in fact, that it inspired me to                 
suggest we do something a little different with the Shepherd’s Staff in Advent. 
With the rector’s blessing, I got the ball rolling on that little idea I had, and 
here we are:  Welcome to the DECEMBER edition of The Shepherd’s Staff. In a 
single volume, you’ll have a one-stop shop for everything happening at Good                    
Shepherd  during Advent and Christmastide. But don’t worry … we’ll still be 
releasing Shepherd’s Notes every Friday to keep you abreast of events at and 
around Good Shepherd as they draw near, and we’ll always put out an email 
and social media “flash” if any news breaks that impacts our life together here 
at Good Shepherd. 

I know change can be a little bit unnerving or even downright scary, but                     
remember Advent is full of stories of people like John the Baptist, Joseph of 
Nazareth and, of course, Mary the Mother of our Savior, all of whom stepped 
out on faith to shake up the status quo. Suffice it to say that taking something 
as mundane as a parish newsletter in a different direction pales in comparison 
to what those good folks did, but nevertheless, their example can inspire us to 
shake things up a bit in our own right, even if it is with a baby step like this one. 
And who knows? Maybe we’ll learn something new together along the way. 

Thank you so much for allowing me the privilege of getting to tell Good                 
Shepherd’s story on a daily basis, and I hope you enjoy having a whole month’s 
worth of information right here at your fingertips. As always, I welcome your 
feedback, so do feel free to reach out with any you might have. In the mean-
time, accept my heartfelt wishes for a most Blessed Advent and the Happiest 
of Christmases. 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Kirk Royal                                                                                                                                                                     
Director of Communications  

The Shepherd’s Staff   
December 2019                                              

Cover Image:                                                                        
detail from the Annunciation Window              

located in the west transept of the church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          
Submission deadline for our 

next issue will be noon on                
Friday, January 3, 2020. 

All submissions should be sent 
via email to Kirk Royal at 

kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org.  
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PREPARE 

WAY 
THE 

MARY HAD A BABY                                                                                                     
Our Advent Christian Formation Series 
We invite you to join us as we prepare for the coming 
Christ with a Bible-based study using four African                  
American spirituals as a springboard for learning and 
growth.  

Rev. Imogen and Mo. Joyce will 
facilitate study and discussion 
exploring the themes of justice 
and deliverance that the four 
songs share in  common with the 
season of Advent. 

Two sessions of the series will 
run concurrently: a four-week 
group meeting in  Shepherd’s 
Hall on Sundays during the 9:00 

a.m. formation hour, and a three-week group meeting at 
5:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings in the parlor. All are 
welcome to join one or both groups. 

ADVENT WORD                                                                  
Make space for Quiet during                                                                                                                                   
this season of holy preparation.                                                                                 

In a world relentlessly calling us into the frenzied and cacophonous rush of the holiday 
shopping and social season, it’s easy for us to lose touch with our faith tradition’s call to 
spend these next four weeks in stillness and quiet as we await the coming Christ. 
We invite you to look for ways to find some quiet moments each day—even if they’re 
brief—to pause no matter where you are and listen for an  Advent Word. 
Click the link to learn more about this global shared Advent calendar and experience. 
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/pressreleases/join-adventword-2019/.  

Advent 2019 at Good Shepherd 
Merciful God,                   
who sent your                                      

messengers the 
prophets to preach 

repentance and            
prepare the way               
for our salvation:                  

Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and 

forsake our sins,    
that we may greet 

with joy the  coming 
of  Jesus Christ our             

Redeemer; who lives 
and reigns with you                         
and the Holy Spirit, 

one God,                             
now and for ever.                                                   

Amen.    

Collect for the Second 
Sunday of Advent 

WHAT’S THE STORY ON 
THAT PINK CANDLE? 

The third Sunday of Advent is 
Gaudete Sunday. The term is 
derived from the Latin opening 
words of the introit antiphon, 
"Rejoice (Gaudete) in the Lord 
always." The theme of the day 
expresses the joy of anticipa-
tion at the approach of the 
Christmas celebration. This 
theme reflects a lightening of 
the tone of the traditional           
Advent observance. It was               
appropriate for the celebrant 
of the Mass to wear rose-
colored vestments on this day 
instead of the deeper violet 
vestments that were typically 
used in Advent. This Sunday 
was also known as "Rose                 
Sunday." This custom is not 
required in the Episcopal 
Church, but it is observed               
by some parishes with a                     
traditional Anglo-catholic           
piety. This custom is reflected 
by the practice of including a 
pink or rose-colored candle 
among the four candles of an 
Advent wreath.                                                                          
—From An Episcopal Dictionary of the 
Church, courtesy of Church Publishing                       
Incorporated                                                                                               
Don S. Armentrout and                                                      
Robert Bloak Slocum, editors. 

                               

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.episcopalnewsservice.org%2Fpressreleases%2Fjoin-adventword-2019%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0P13Acc5erhT1GV-99pePowO03LRRRw89XlczD67zEwQJ-j_lOY50f1TM&h=AT0N-NC1Gl0-sbKcPpvfXWbxrNCigjOy6D07FI5LbZQNUc3DCLX-y0NNz6YjqHGEbIR0
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Sunday, December 1                                                                   
The First Sunday of Advent                                                                
Regular Worship Schedule   

9:00 a.m.                                                                                     
Mary Had a Baby (Shepherd’s Hall) 

Wednesday, December 4                                                          
5:30 p.m.                                                                                                 
Mary Had a Baby (Parlor) 

Saturday, December 7                                                                    
Chrismon Tree Trimming 

Sunday, December 8                                                                     
The Second Sunday of Advent                                                                      
8:00 a.m.                                                                                        
Holy Eucharist, Rite I   

9:00 a.m.                                                                                       
Mary Had a Baby (Shepherd’s Hall)  

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal  

10:15 a.m.                                                                                  
Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols        

Annual Parish Meeting in Shepherd’s Hall 
immediately following Lessons & Carols  

Wednesday, December 11                                                     
5:30 p.m.                                                                
Mary Had a Baby (Parlor)         

Saturday, December 14                                                                  
9:00 a.m.                                                                                        
Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal            

 

Sunday, December 15                                                         
The Third Sunday of Advent                                             
Regular Morning Worship Schedule     

9:00 a.m.                                                                                    
Mary Had a Baby (Shepherd’s Hall)                                                 

4:00 p.m.                                                                                        
“Good News of Great Joy! “                                                  
The Christmas Pageant        

5:00 p.m.                                                                                       
Parish Christmas Party (Shepherd’s Hall) 

Wednesday, December 18                                                
5:30 p.m.                                                                                      
Mary Had a Baby (Parlor) 

Sunday, December 22                                                                   
The Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                  
Regular Morning Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m.                                                                                    
Mary Had a Baby (Shepherd’s Hall) 

2:00 p.m.                                                                                        
Reading of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
with Paul Fyfe 

 

 

***Note***                                                                                                      
There will be no Children’s & Youth Sun-
day School or EYC on the Third and 
Fourth Sundays of Advent. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10:                                                 
CELEBRATION OF THE NEW                          
MINISTRY OF THE REVEREND                        
IMOGEN RHODENHISER 
Join us at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday evening,  December 10 
as we  gather to celebrate the formal installation of Rev.                   
Imogen as the XII Rector of the Church of the Good  
Shepherd with a festal celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 
A reception will follow in Shepherd’s Hall. 

Advent Happenings 
at Good Shepherd    December 1 — December 22 

THE CHRISTMAS 

PAGEANT 
Join us at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 15 for this beloved 
Advent tradition. The children 
of Good Shepherd recount the 
timeless story from                            
Annunciation to Epiphany               
under the writing and direction 
of Ian Finley and his merry band 
of helpers.                                                            

Parish                                  
Christmas Party 

Immediately following the               
pageant, we’ll gather in                            
Shepherd’s Hall for our annual 
parish-wide Christmas Party. 
Who knows what surprises 
might be waiting 
there? Remem-
ber that surprise 
visit from St. 
Nicholas last 
year? 

All are  welcome to join us in 
this festive fellowship time. 
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.AMAZING 
GRACE               
SUPPER CLUB                           
Come celebrate an 

early Christmas at Amazing 
Grace on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7 at 6:30 PM. Hosts are 
Paul and Fran Hoch, 4113 
Oak Park Road, Raleigh. 
Bring an appetizer, side, or 
dessert to share. RSVP by 
email tsarena@earthlink.net 
or 919-781-0236. 

   

                                                                           

                is a network 
of local congregations com-
ing together to assist fami-
lies experiencing temporary 
homelessness. CGS partners 
with our neighbors across 
Morgan Street, First Presby-
terian, to provide meals, 
shelter and support as these 
families transition into per-
manent housing. CGS  pa-
rishioners prepare and serve 
dinner four nights a year. All 
are welcome to dine and en-
joy fellowship with these 
families. Family Promise vol-
unteers also serve as over-
night hosts and transporta-
tion providers ensuring fam-
ilies are well-rested and able 
to access services from the 
Family Promise Center. CGS 
will be providing dinner on 
Monday, December 9 at 
5:30 p.m.                                                                    
Please contact Caryn Meade 
at carynmeade@yahoo.com  
and 919-889-4365 or                 
Marguerite  Sullivan at               
919-851-7241to volunteer. 

ADVENT  FESTIVAL 
OF LESSONS &                 
CAROLS                                             
Join us at 10:15 a.m. on the               
Second Sunday of Advent 
(December 8)as this be-
loved Anglican tradition re-
turns to Good Shepherd. 
We’re looking for readers to 
lend their voices to the les-
sons and guide us through 
the prophecies heralding the 
coming Christ. 

CELEBRATION OF 
NEW MINISTRY OF 
THE REV.  IMOGEN                      
RHODENHISER           
Join us at 6:30 p.m. on              
Tuesday, December 10th 
when the Diocese cele-
brates with us as Rev. Imo-
gen is formally installed as 
our XII Rector.                                           
All are welcome to partici-
pate in this joyous event. 

UPCOMING               
SCHEDULE CHANGES           

The parish office will close at 
1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 27 and will           
remain closed until 9:00 a.m. 
on Monday, December 2nd 
so that our clergy and staff 
can enjoy a restful                    
Thanksgiving holiday spent 
with loved ones. 

The Sunday morning Adult 
Bible Study group with                   
Debbie Moyer will NOT 
meet this Sunday,  Decem-
ber 1st or on Sunday,  De-
cember 29th. 

The parish office will be 
closed December 24-27 and 
on January 1. 

THE EYC CORNER                                                         
YOUR WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF CGS YOUTH 

HAPPENINGS  

EYC Christmas Party is coming up on                   
Sunday, December 8,                                                  

hosted by                                                                  
Rebekah Davis and Grady Jackson! 

SAVE THESE DATES: 

12/01: EYC Regular Meeting, 5pm Shepherd’s Hall 

12/08: EYC Christmas Party hosted by                                                        
  Rebekah Davis and Grady Jackson  

12/15: EYC Cookie Sale 

Next EYC Meeting: January 5th 

ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING                                                                                                   
December 8th, 2019                 
immediately following 
the 10:15 a.m. Eucharist 

in Shepherd’s Hall.  
 Vestry Elections 

 Proposed Parish By-Law Change 
(details coming next week) 

 Reports on the State of the Parish 

PARISH NEWSWIRE 

REMINDER: 
2019                         
CONTRIBUTION 
DEADLINE               
Thank you so much 
for your generous 
contributions to the 
life, ministry and mis-
sion of Good Shep-
herd. As a reminder, 
federal tax law re-

quires that all contributions you wish to have counted for 
2019 for tax purposes must be received into our office no 
later than 11:59 p.m. on December 31 (or postmarked no 
later than December 31 if mailing). 

mailto:tsarena@earthlink.net
mailto:carynmeade@yahoo.com
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Tuesday Bible Study                              
Rev. Nancy’s Bible Study group meets            
every Tuesday with two opportunities for 
you to join in the conversation: 10:30 a.m. 
in the room 403, and 6:30 p.m. in the          
parlor. All are welcome!                                 

Wednesday Men’s                               
Bible Study                                                                                                                 
A great way to start the day for early risers 
or those among us who live and/or work 
downtown! Join us each Wednesday morn-
ing at 7:00 a.m. in room 403 of the parish 
life center for prayer and thoughtful con-
versations on scripture. All are welcome!  

Sunday Morning Bible Study                                                                     
The Adult Sunday Morning Bible Study 
group led by Debbie Moyer meets in room 
404 every Sunday during the 9:00 a.m.  
formation hour and will follow the same 
meeting schedule as Children and Youth 
Sunday School. All are welcome! 

Breakfast Club                      
Looking for a casual way to connect? Join 
the Sunday Breakfast Club!                                         
All are welcome to share breakfast, conver-
sation, and a short Bible story. We meet a 
little after 9 on the second floor of the Par-
ish Life Center in room 304. If you'd like to 
know more, please stop by Sunday morn-
ing or contact Maggie 
(maggie_puryear@yahoo.com) or Jason 
Puryear (jason.puryear@gmail.com 

Children’s & Youth                        
Sunday School                                                  
Come join us each Sunday morning at 9:00 
a.m. on the second floor of the Duncan-
Giersch Parish Life Center. Click here for 
the Sunday School registration page. 

EYC at Good Shepherd                                                
Episcopal Youth Community meets each 
Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m. for dinner, 
fellowship and a wide range of activities 
throughout the year. Click here to learn 
more and view our EYC calendar. 

Midweek Eucharist and 
Healing Service                                                                             
Join us in the chancel each Thursday at 
12:05 p.m. as we gather for this quiet and 
contemplative time together at the Lord’s 
table.  All are welcome! No exceptions!  

CHRISTIAN                
FORMATION                                    

AT-A-GLANCE 

ST. NICHOLAS TREE                                                           
Please help us provide gifts for children 
who might not receive any this holiday sea-
son. This year we are endeavoring to help                  
families in need with older children as well 
as little ones. Often the older children are 
left out of giving programs. We would love 
each child to receive an item of clothing as 
well as a toy or treat if possible. 

Please pick a star from the tree and then 
sign the register with the star number and 
then your name and contact information. 
Purchase and wrap gifts and place the star 
number on all gifts going to the same child. 
Please remember that we need to 
transport gifts to recipients so sturdy 
wrapping is helpful. Please return gifts to 
the church no later than Sunday December 
15. 2019.   Our gifts will be going to chil-
dren of farm workers and families in crisis, 
financial and emotional. Please contact 
Nan Robinson at 919-782-1075 
or Crobinfam@aol.com with any questions. 

COOKIE BAKERS NEEDED                                                    
While doing your Christmas baking, would 
you consider making a batch (3-4 dozen) of 
cookies for the pastoral visits this month? 
Please contact Lynn Wiss at lynn.wiss@cgs
-raleigh.org if you are willing to make a 
batch and to let her know the variety you 
would like to make. Please drop off your 
batch by  Thursday, December 12th at 
noon so the trays can be assembled that 
afternoon. Last year the cookie plates were 
so festive in their variety and presentation. 
Those receiving them were so grateful for 
your thoughtfulness and generosity. Thank 
you for helping us let parishioners know 
they are being thought of and held in our 
hearts here at Good Shepherd this holy 
season.                                                                                           
—Lynn Wiss,                                                                                
Mary Beth Fee Center for Pastoral Care 

DIOCESAN ALABAMA                      
JUSTICE PILGRIMAGE                                
From police shootings to incarceration sta-
tistics, from school accessibility to poverty 
rates, racism is a present reality that 
plagues our communities and our country. 
Our faith calls us to confront and confess 
our failures and fears in order that we may 
be reconciled one with another. As Des-
mond Tutu has written, “There is no future 
without forgiveness.” 

The Diocese of North Carolina is living into 
Becoming Beloved Community and em-
barking on a radical journey to confront the 
truths about race, slavery and mass incar-
ceration on this impactful four-day pilgrim-
age to Montgomery and Selma, Alabama. 

Buses leave from St. Luke's in Durham at 
8:45 a.m. on March 18 and from Christ 
Church in Charlotte at 11:30 a.m. on March 
18. Buses arrive back at St. Luke's in 
Durham at 6:30 p.m. on March 21 and at 
Christ Church in Charlotte at 4 p.m. on 
March 21.                                                                       
For the full itinerary and registration                     
information, visit the diocesan website: 
https://www.dionc.org/digital_faith/
events/3182181      

FROM THE                                       
SHEPHERD’S TABLE                                                         
Many thanks to all those who reached out 
to lend some extra hands in the run-up to 
the Thanksgiving holiday. While we didn’t 
have room for everyone to help in the 
kitchen due to the annual holiday spike in 
interest, we always are grateful for your 
support. And that gratitude is in effect all 
year long.  If you’d like to know more about 
The Shepherd’s Table and how you can 
support us in our mission to fight food inse-
curity among our Raleigh neighbors, con-
tact executive director Tammy Gregory at 
919-831-2011 or tam-
my.gregory@shepherds-table.org.                                                                   

CALLED TO SERVE                                                                                                                    
Has your stewardship discernment yielded a call to be a liturgical server? We’d love to 
have you! The more voices and hands we have at the lectern and altar, the better!                    
Contact Kirk Royal in the parish office to learn more and be connected with the right 
person to help get you started on your way to being a lector, intecessor, chalice bearer 
or any  combination of the three!  919-831-2018 or kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org 

mailto:maggie_puryear@yahoo.com
mailto:jason.puryear@gmail.com
https://cgsraleigh.wufoo.com/forms/cgs-sunday-school-20192020-registration/
http://www.cgs-raleigh.org/youth-ministries.html
mailto:Crobinfam@aol.com
https://www.dionc.org/digital_faith/events/3182181
https://www.dionc.org/digital_faith/events/3182181
mailto:tammy.gregory@shepherds-table.org
mailto:tammy.gregory@shepherds-table.org
mailto:kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org
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Mother Joyce offers us 
this review of Christ in 
Crisis by Jim Wallis, 
available in our Library, 
located on the second 
floor of the Duncan-
Giersch Parish Life        
Center. 

“These are trying times in which we live. We have 
but to turn on the news to hear of astonishing sto-
ries about the world we live in  … the violence and 
hatred against people of color …  sex trafficking, 
gerrymandering, economic insecurity, legalized vot-
er suppression, gender and gender equality. The list 
goes on and on. Those who seem to be the most vic-
timized by these societal ills often wonder if there is 
any relief in sight. What is the Christian response?       

That question prompts the other questions this 
book asks its readers to reflect upon:                                             

 Has the church in the United States become dis-
connected from the teachings of Jesus? 

 If the answer to that questions is yes, what do 
we do about the disconnect? 

In this book, Jim Wallis calls us into discernment 
about our Christian identity and challenges us to 
declare that IT above everything else—e.g. national-
ism, politics, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity—is what should drive our behavior and 
our actions such that the world sees the Jesus in 
us.” 

 

We Have You Covered for Advent 
and Christmastide!                                              
As you prepare for the Advent and Christmas Sea-
sons, be sure to look at the collection of books, CDs 
and DVDs on display in and outside the Library for 
children, youth and adults. These are all available 
for you to check out for your enjoyment and                    
spiritual nourishment.                                   

                          

From Our 

Check Out These 
Good Reads 

AN UPDATE FROM THE 
JUNIOR WARDEN ON OUR 
RAIN GARDEN                                      
Confucius said, “It does not matter 
how slowly you go as long as you do 
not stop.” 
Due to unforeseen permitting       
delays, our Rain Garden installation 
will be postponed until Spring 
2020. Thankfully, our patient and 
understanding Aiden Moody has 
been able to find a new project to 
allow him to fulfill his Eagle Scout 
requirements. (Whew!!) 

On a positive note, what a wonderful way to usher in the Spring 
season of rebirth at the Church! Thank you to all that offered 
assistance with this project—stay tuned, we’ll be contacting you 
in the near future.                                               

—Jan Harris, Junior Warden                                     

 

Library 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
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O COME 
LET US 
ADORE 
HIM 
Christmastide                                                

at Good Shepherd           

Tuesday, December 24                                                                   
Christmas Eve                                                                                                

2:00 p.m.                                                                                     
Children’s Christmas Eucharist 

4:30 p.m.                                                                                                    
Festival of Carols   

5:00 p.m.                                                                                           
Festival Holy Eucharist 

10:30 p.m.                                                                                                                   
Festival of Carols 

11:00 p.m.                                                                                        
Festival Holy Eucharist 

 

Wednesday, December 25                                                          
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

10:00 a.m.                                                                                       
Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday, December 29                                                                    
The First Sunday of Christmas 

Regular Worship Schedule                                                      

No Children/Youth Sunday School 

 

Tuesday, December 31                                                                     
FirstNight Raleigh  

 

Sunday, January 5                            
The Second Sunday of Christmas  
Regular Worship Schedule                                                  
with Propers for Epiphany  

Regular Formation Schedule Resumes. 

                                                   
Monday, January 6                             
The Epiphany                                                               
of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

 

Sunday, January 12                                                
The First Sunday after Epiphany:  
The Baptism of Our Lord                                                                                            

Regular Worship and Formation Schedule                                                                                 


