THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:
CHRISTMAS EVE
FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2019
FIVE O’CLOCK AND ELEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING

Welcome to The Church of the Good Shepherd.
We are delighted to share this Christmas season with you.

A FESTIVAL OF CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

presented by the Chancel Choir of The Church of the Good Shepherd, with orchestra

CHRISTMAS CONCERTO, Adagio - Allegro - Adagio

Arcangelo Corelli

CRADLE HYMN

setting: Kim Arnesen

Hush! My dear, lie still and slumber;
Holy angels guard thy bed!
Heav’nly blessings without number
Gently falling on thy head.

See the lovely babe a-dressing:
Lovely infant, how He smiled!
When He wept, the mother’s blessing
Soothed and hush’d the holy child.

See the kindly shepherds round Him,
Telling wonders from the sky!
When they sought Him, there they found Him,
With His Virgin mother by.

May’st thou live to know and fear Him,
Trust and love Him all thy days;
Then go dwell forever near Him,
See his face, and sing His praise!

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

setting: Mark Shepperd

In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter long ago.

Angels and Archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But only His Mother in her maiden bliss
Worshipped the Beloved with a kiss.

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty—Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him, poor as I am? —
If I were a Shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man I would do my part, —
Yet what I can give Him, — Give my heart.

ECCE NOVUM

setting: Ola Gjeilo
sung in Latin
Behold, a new joy,
Behold, a new wonder!
A Virgin, who knew not a man,
Bears a son.

She knew not a man,
but as the pear-tree bears the pear,
the flourishing papyrus brings
The lily from the soil.

See how nature changes her laws!
A pure virgin bears the Son of God.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
Numbered hymns are found in The Hymnal 1982, the blue book located in the pew racks in front of you.

Good Christian friends, rejoice
Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella (See facing page.)
Go tell it on the mountain
The first Nowell the angel did say
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Hymn 107
Hymn 99
Hymn 109

Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella!

Traditional French Carol
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Christmas Eve: December 24, 2019
5:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!

setting: Johann Sebastian Bach

INTROIT
Advent Wreath Prayer: Christmas

Malcolm Archer

Blessed are you, Sov’reign Lord, King of Peace:
to you be praise and glory forever!
The new light of your incarnate word
gives gladness in our sorrow,
and a presence in our isolation.
Fill our lives with your light,
until they overflow with gladness and praise.
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages.
Blessed be God forever.

THE ENTRANCE RITE
The people stand and sing.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
2 God of God, Light of Light eternal,
lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
3 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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Adeste Fideles, arr. David Willcocks

Lo! Star led chieftains, Magi, Christ adoring,
offer him incense, gold and myrrh;
We to the Christ Child bring our hearts’ oblations.
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
5 Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,
we would embrace thee, with love and awe;
who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
6 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

I bring you good news of great joy.

Celebrant
People

Unto us a child is born.

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! This is Christ the Lord.

A Savior has been born. Alleluia!
Unto us a Son is given.
We worship and adore him. Alleluia!

SONG OF PRAISE
Angels we have heard on high (verse 1)

Hymn 96

Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray:

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we,
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with
you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 52:7-10

A reading from the prophet, Isaiah.
How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who
announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God
reigns."
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE RESPONSE
Joy to the world! the Lord is come
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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Hymn 100
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Please be seated.

THE SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 1:1-4

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.

SEQUENCE HYMN
Once in royal David’s City (verses 1-3)

Hymn 102

A soloist sings verse 1; the congregation joins in singing verses 2 and 3.

Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
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He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, the scorned the lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.

We, like Mary, rest confounded
that a stable should display
heaven’s Word, the world’s creator,
cradled there on Christmas Day,
yet this child, our Lord and brother,
brought us love for one another.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's
only son, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once in royal David’s City (verses 4-6)
For he is our lifelong pattern;
daily, when on earth he grew,
he was tempted, scorned,
rejected,
tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.
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And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
5

Hymn 102
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing round,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
where his saints his throne
surround:
Christ, revealed to faithful eye,
set at God’s right hand on high.
6
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Please be seated.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Joyce Corbin Cunningham

A period of silence is kept after the sermon.
Please stand.

THE NICENE CREED
The people say the Creed in unison.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Intercessor bids the prayers to which the people respond, saying, “Hear our prayer.”

On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all those in need.
Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless all those who
are entrusted with Christian ministry that your Word might be proclaimed with truth and courage
throughout the world. Lord, in your love,
Hear our prayer.
Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honoring the earth and its diverse races, cultures, and
religions, we may celebrate the splendor of this holy night. Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.
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Grant reconciliation to those surrounded with conflict and violence, that they may live in the peace of
this holy night. Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with your tender care all who
wander alone or have no place to lay their head, that they may experience the comfort of this holy night.
Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all those experiencing anxiety, depression or illness. Draw near to those who find this
season a source of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering in body, mind or spirit, especially those we
remember now either silently or aloud.
Silence.

May they know the promise of this holy night. Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for parents, families, and newborn infants. Strengthen them in the bonds of love and
commitment, that they may delight in the joy of this holy night. Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your presence, that we
may be transformed by the new birth of this holy night. Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.

Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers of the Word made flesh. Give us
grace to follow your holy ones in lives of faith and commitment, that we may join with the hosts of
heaven in singing the praises of this holy night. Lord, in your love,

Hear our prayer.

Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Savior of all, wrapped in
swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. On this holy night, draw us into the mystery of
your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host, that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a place
among the shepherds, that we may find the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made
flesh, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal light, God
forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

The people greet one another in the name of Christ.
Please be seated.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Wonderful Peace
Peace, peace, wonderful peace,
peace to the world is given.
Hushed are the angels, so still is the night;
Then in the East shone a heavenly light.
Join in the chorus, His praises sing!
Glory to God, to the newly born King.
Peace, peace, wonderful peace,
Peace to the world is given.

setting: Gustaf Nordqvist
Peace, peace, bearer of peace,
Men of good will receive Him.
Holiest of nights, O most wond’rous of days;
Shepherds and kings lift their voices in praise.
Join in the chorus, His praises sing!
Glory to God, the newly born King.
Peace, peace, wonderful peace,
Peace to the world is given.

Please stand.

PRESENTATION HYMN
What child is this who laid to rest (verse 3)
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
come peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

10

Hymn 115

The celebrant sings the Preface:

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS ET BENEDICTUS
The Hymnal 1982, S-125

setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx

Please remain standing or kneel. The celebrant continues:

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues:

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
The Celebrant then sings:

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
All sing:

The Celebrant continues:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

The people say the Lord’s Prayer in unison.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION AND COMMUNION
The Celebrant says:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Please be seated.

INSTRUMENTAL OFFERING
Christmas Concerto, Pastorale

Arcangelo Corelli

COMMUNION HYMNS
Away in a manger

Hymn 101

What child is this who laid to rest

Hymn 115

Please stand.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
All

God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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HYMN
Silent night, holy night

During the hymn, acolytes will assist the congregation in the lighting of the candles.

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin
mother and child,
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream
from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

1

Hymn 111
3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of
redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

A period of silence is kept after the hymn.

CHRISTMAS BLESSING
The Celebrant says:

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things eartly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and
peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.
Please stand.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
Hark! The herald angels sing
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
1

2

Hymn 87
Christ, the highest heaven adored;
Christ the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity.
Pleased as man with us to dwell;
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!

3 Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Risen with healing in his wings,
light and life to all he brings,
hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of
Peace!
Hark! The herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!

DISMISSAL
Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

VOLUNTARY
Fanfare
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Jacques Lemmens

COVER ART
Angels Appearing before the Shepherds
by Henry Ossawa Tanner
(1859-1937)

THIS EVENING’S ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God by
Callin, Ryan and Frank Fee
in loving memory of their mother, wife and best friend
Mary Beth Fee
and by
The West Family Trust
in loving memory of
Mr. & Mrs. N. W. West and Dr. Louis Nelson West.
The wreaths are given by Julie and Steve Lowe in loving memory of their son,
Matthew Joseph Lowe.

SERVING THIS EVENING
Celebrant

The Rev. Imogen Rhodenhiser
Preacher

The Rev. Joyce Corbin Cunningham
5:00 p.m.
Verger

Caryl Fuller

11:00 p.m.
Verger

Ken Sommerville

Intercessor/Chalice 1
Buck Lattimore

Intercessor/Chalice 1

Chalice 2

Lectors

David Stroud
Lectors

Margaret Park
Noah Swindell
Acolytes

Evan Meade, Sydney Myers,
Georgia Meade, Jack Boyne,
Noah Scanlon, Imre Polik,
Camden Ross, Cecelia Nobles
Ushers

Jamey Bass, Randy Coupland,
Duke Fentress, Maggie Fyfe, Paul Fyfe,
Paul McSorley, Harold Ramsey,
Rob Stone

David Stroud

Rock Kershaw
Harriet Jackson
Acolytes

Jessie Andrews, Harriet Jackson,
David Andrews
Ushers

Joe Aldridge, Joe Fasciano,
Duke Fentress, Mac Gilbert,
Gerard McNeill, Sheldon Smith

Musicians
Organist & Director of Music Ministries

Dwayne Holloway
Organ

Andy Lang
Violin 1

Jeanine Wynton
Violin I

Avery Seiger
Violin II

David Kilbride
Viola

Suzanne Rousso
Cello

Jake Wenger
Trumpet

Paul Neebe
Harp

Laura Byrne
Flute

Pamela Nelson
Percussion

Les Webster
The Chancel Choir of
The Church of the Good Shepherd 15

You always are welcome here at
The Church of the Good Shepherd.
Any time of year.
We look forward to
worshiping with you in 2020!
REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I (spoken)
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II (sung with full choir)
The Church of the Good Shepherd
121 Hillsborough Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603
919-831-2000
info@cgs-raleigh.org

www.cgs-raleigh.org
Follow us on
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