THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Gaudete Sunday

Welcome to

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
December 15, 2019
We are so glad you decided
to join us in worship.
Our liturgy today is found in
The Book of Common Prayer
(the red book in the pew racks).
All hymns and other congregational
service music are located in
The Hymnal 1982
(the blue book in the pew racks).
To help you navigate the rhythms
and cadences of our worship, just
follow this leaflet like a roadmap:
the page numbers will point you in
the right direction.
Please note also that we have
included congregational instructions
in italics, and congregational
responses in bold italics.
Our worship today will include
Holy Communion.
Here at Good Shepherd,
all are welcome at God’s table.
Wherever you are on your faith
journey, you are welcome at
Good Shepherd.
We invite you to participate fully in
the life of our parish.
Nursery & Children’s Bulletins
Nursery care for infants and children
up to four years of age is available
from 9:00 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. in
the Parish Life Center located just
beyond the East Transept doors.
Our ushers are glad to help point
you in the right direction.
We welcome children to join us in
worship. Feel free to ask an usher for
our special bulletin made just for
kids ages 3 through 11.

Giving at Good Shepherd
Thank you for your contributions!
Financials as of November 25, 2019
YTD Actual Income
$658,850
YTD Budgeted Income
$593,175
YTD Actual Expenses
$674,101
YTD Budgeted Pledges
YTD Actual Pledges Received
Pledges +/- To Date

$465,000
$533,689
+$68,689

All figures are pending approval by the Finance Committee.

The Vestry appreciates all efforts to keep
pledges up to date. We will provide

10:15 a.m.

Voluntary: The Moon of Wintertime

Handbell Choir

setting: Karissa Dennis

Introit: Advent Wreath Prayer

setting: Malcolm Archer
Blessed are you, Sov’reign Lord, just and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever!
Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light,
and so be led to witness to him who is the Lord of our coming Kingdom,
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages,
Blessed be God for ever.

THE WORD OF GOD
Our liturgy begins on page 355 of The Book of Common Prayer (BCP).
Please stand as we join together in worship.

Processional Hymn: 65, Prepare the way, O Zion

Bereden väg för Herran

Opening Acclamation

BCP p. 355

Collect for Purity

BCP p. 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And Blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis: S-278

setting: William Matthias

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins,
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Please be seated. At this time, we invite all the children ages 4 through 2nd grade to gather in the East Transept (left-hand side when facing
the Altar) for Children’s Chapel.

The First Lesson

Isaiah 35:1-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
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The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you."

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear!

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not
even fools, shall go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary

but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 1:45-55, Magnificat
setting: Cathedral of the Isles, Betty Carr Pulkingham

Please refer to The Hymnal 1982, S-247 for musical notation.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly
servant.
From this day all generations will call me
blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

The Second Lesson

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of
mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.

James 5:7-10

A Reading from the Letter of James.
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Sequence Hymn: 63, O heavenly Word, eternal light

Verbum supernum prodiens
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The Holy Gospel

Matthew 11:2-11

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the
one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the
poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.

The Sermon

The Rev. Imogen Rhodenhiser

A period of silence is kept after the sermon.
Please stand.

The Nicene Creed

BCP p. 358

Please stand or kneel.

The Prayers of the People

First Form, A New Zealand Prayer Book

Periods of silence may be kept.

Heavenly Father,
you have promised to hear when we pray
in the name of your Son.
Therefore in confidence and trust
we pray for the Church:
Father, enliven the Church for its mission
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world.
Breathe fresh life into your people.
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action.

those whose decisions affect the lives of others
that all may act with integrity and courage.
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours.
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he
loves us.
We pray for those in need:
The intercessor offers the names of those for whom prayer has been
requested.

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body,
mind or spirit.
May they know the power of your healing love.

We pray for the world:
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of
justice and peace.
Make us willing agents of your compassion.
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. Strengthen us as we share in making people whole.
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all
that is in it.
Teach us to care creatively for its resources.
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We pray for the community:
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom

We remember those who have died and those who
mourn:
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in
the faith of Christ, and those whose faith is known to
you alone.
Father, into your hands we commend them.

Give comfort to those who mourn.
Bring them peace in their time of loss.

Lord, you have called us to serve you.
Grant that we may walk in your presence:
your love in our hearts,
We praise you for all your saints who have entered your your truth in our minds,
eternal glory.
your strength in our wills;
May their example inspire and encourage us.
until, at the end of our journey,
we know the joy of our homecoming
and the welcome of your embrace,
We pray for ourselves and our ministries:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

BCP p. 360

Absolution

BCP p. 360

Please stand.

The Peace

BCP p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another in the name of Christ.

Greetings and Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem: This is the Record of John
This is the record of John,
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him: Who are thou?
And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly:
I am not the Christ.

setting: Orlando Gibbons
And they asked him:
Who are thou then? Art thou Elias?
And he said: I am not.
Art thou the prophet?
And he answer’d: No.

Then said they unto him:
What art thou?
That we may give an answer unto them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?
And he said:
I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness;
Make straight the way of the Lord.
Please stand.

Doxology

Lasst uns erfreuen
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Our liturgy continues with Eucharistic Prayer B on page 367 of The Book of Common Prayer. Please remain standing.

The Great Thanksgiving

BCP p. 367

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus et Benedictus, S-128

setting: William Mathias

The Celebrant continues with the remainder of Eucharistic Prayer B found on pages 368-369 of The Book of Common Prayer, ending with:

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP p. 364

The Breaking of the Bread

BCP p. 364

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Invitation & Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Hymns during Communion: 640, Watchman, tell us of the night

Aberysthwyth

Please stand.

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those to whom you go
may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
Because we who are many are one body in Christ. We share one bread, one cup.

Post Communion Prayer

BCP p. 365

Blessing

Recessional Hymn: 72, Hark! The glad sound! the Savior comes
Dismissal

Richmond

BCP, p. 365

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Voluntary: Hark! The Glad Sound!

setting: Harrison Oxley

Serving Today
Celebrant:
The Rev. Joyce Corbin Cunningham
Preacher:
The Rev. Imogen Rhodenhiser
Verger:
Dave Roten
Intercessor/Chalice 1:
Marshall Garrett
Chalice 2:
Julie Lowe
Lectors:
Margaret Park, Todd Poston
Acolytes:
Evan Meade, Alexis Taylor, Ashton Blankenship,
Camm Fyfe, Jack Boyne
Ushers:
Debbie Blankenship, Don Blankenship,
Duke Fentress, Cindy Habel, George Habel,
Sheldon Smith, Rob Zucker
Musicians:
Steve Walence, tenor
Avery Seiger, violin
Jeanine Wynton, violin
Jake Wenger, cello
Dwayne Holloway, organ
The Handbell and Chancel Choirs of Good Shepherd
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