
                                                                     Week of November 17—23, 2019 

SUNDAY 
COMMITMENT 

With God's power working in us, God can do much, 
much more than anything we can ask or imagine.                                                                               

Ephesians 3:20, NCV 

Commitment Sunday is here.                                    
This Sunday we celebrate the life,                
ministry and mission of The Church of 
the Good Shepherd with worship, 
praise, feasting and gifts. We celebrate 
the culmination of a monthlong period 
of discernment in which we have been 
listening individually to how God is  
calling us to support and be good stew-
ards of the work God has entrusted to 
us as a parish.  

During both services of 
the Holy Eucharist on 
Sunday morning, we’ll 
pause to offer an                  
outward sign of our 
gratitude for all that 
God has entrusted to us as we bring 
forward our pledges of treasure, time 
and talent to carry us through 2020 
and see us into the new decade. 

As we present our pledges together, we 
will be singing a hymn we don’t hear 
too often here at Good Shepherd. It’s a 
call and response between God and 
God’s people. In the stanzas, God the 
Lord of sea and sky, of snow and rain 
and of wind and flame pledges to make 
God’s people’s darkness bright, give 
them hearts for love alone, provide 
them with the finest bread till their 
hearts are satisfied and give God’s life 
to them. In the refrain, God’s people            
respond by making a pledge of their                                
own: “Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?               

                                                                                         
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold 
your people in my heart.”  

As you wrap up your stewardship                  
discernment over these next couple of 
days, we hope that you, too, will follow 
wherever God leads you, giving gener-
ously not only of the treasure God has 
entrusted to you, but also of the time 

and talent through which God 
works in us to do so much 
more than any of us can ask or 
imagine. 

You should have received a 
pledge card in the mail this 
week along with an invitation 

to join us on Sunday (or online at our 
parish website if you’re unable to be 
with us on Sunday) as we share our 
gifts. We ask that you bring that card 
with you and participate with us in               
responding to God’s call . Whether the 
gift you bring is treasure, time, talent or 
all three, we invite you to share with us 
in this act of celebratory gratitude.  

All these gifts together will empower us 
to live fully into the words of our post-
communion prayer found on page 365 
of The Book of Common Prayer in 
which we give God consent to “send us 
out with strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and single-
ness of heart,” with God’s power work-
ing in us enabling us to BE the Good 
News of Jesus. 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY STEW 
LUNCHEON                                                                   
Be sure and join us 
for our annual              
Commitment Sunday 
Stew Luncheon,             
happening in Shep-
herd’s Hall immedi-
ately following the 
10:15 Eucharist. And 
while you’re on your 
way into church for 
either service, stop by and take a turn 
stirring the stew pot as a reminder that 
it takes ALL our hands to carry out our 
mission at The Church of the Good 
Shepherd. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
AND VESTRY ELECTIONS                                                                                                                 

This Sunday 
marks the final 
day of the vestry 
nominating peri-
od. Vestry               
Elections will 
take place at our                        
Annual Parish 
Meeting on                  

Sunday, December 8 at noon in                     
Shepherd’s Hall. Please join us that day 
to cast your vote and hear all about the 
state of our parish.  

Vestry nomination forms are available 
for pickup in the narthex and Parish 
Life Center, or you can download one 
by clicking HERE. 

http://www.cgs-raleigh.org/uploads/2/6/0/5/26057052/2020_vestry_nomination_form.pdf


Christmas                          
Poinsettia 
Sale                                         

We’re already well underway in 
planning for our Christmas cele-
brations here at Good Shepherd, 
and our Altar Guild once again is 
sponsoring a poinsettia sale to 
help decorate the church for 
Christmas. The funds raised will 
help the Altar Guild in its work 
throughout the year, and will 
make sure the Church is particu-
larly beautiful when we welcome 
the Christ Child on Christmas Eve. 
The deadline for orders is Friday, 
November 22. We must adhere 
strictly to this deadline to ensure 
we receive our order in time for 
the big night. You may wish to 
honor a loved one or offer a 
thanksgiving with your poinsettia. 
It really is a wonderful way to 
express your gratitude for the 
people and all the blessings in 
your life. Order forms are availa-
ble in the narthex and the recep-
tion area of the Parish Life                  
Center, and also will be available 
online early this week. For more 
information, contact Bev McTag-
gart at 919-831-2012. 

 The Altar Guild appreciates your 
support.       

Out & 
About                                             
Come out and join us 
on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24 to eat, drink 
and be merry with 

our hosts, Gigi & Van Giersch. 
(6433 Chapman Ct.,  Raleigh, NC 
27612) The fun gets started at 
6:30 p.m. and all you need to 
bring is yourself, a friend/spouse/
partner, a side dish and/or des-
sert and the beverage(s) of your 
choice. Your hosts will take care 
of the rest.                                           
ALL ARE WELCOME, so we look 
forward to seeing you there! Call 
919-781-2889 if you have ques-
tions or would like to RSVP. 

Amazing 
Grace               
Supper Club                           
Come celebrate an 
early Christmas at 
Amazing Grace on 

Saturday, December 7 at 6:30 
PM. Hosts are Paul and Fran 
Hoch, 4113 Oak Park Road, Ra-
leigh. Bring an appetizer, side, or 
dessert to share. RSVP by email 
tsarena@earthlink.net or 919-
781-0236. 

Shepherd’s                   
Luncheon                                    
Our next Shepherd’s 
Luncheon will take 
place in Shepherd’s 
Hall on Thursday, 

November 21. Please join us in 
the church for our midweek cele-
bration of the Holy Eucharist at 
noon, after which we’ll head up 
to the hall for monthly gathering 
for great food and even greater 
fellowship. Please call the parish 
office to RSVP if you plan to 
attend. 

Advent 
Festival of 
Lessons & 
Carols               

Join us at 10:15 on the Second 
Sunday of Advent (December 8)
as this beloved Anglican tradition 
returns to Good Shepherd. We’re 
looking for readers to lend their 
voices to the lessons and guide 
us through the prophecies her-
alding the coming Christ. 

If you’d like to be a reader for the 
service, please contact Kirk Royal 
at kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org. 

 

 

                                  is a network of 
local congregations coming to-
gether to assist families experi-
encing temporary homelessness. 
CGS partners with our neighbors 
across Morgan Street, First Pres-
byterian, to provide meals, shel-
ter and support as these families 
transition into permanent hous-
ing. CGS  parishioners prepare 
and serve dinner four nights a 
year. All are welcome to dine and 
enjoy fellowship with these fami-
lies. Family Promise volunteers 
also serve as overnight hosts and 
transportation providers ensuring 
families are well-rested and able 
to access services from the Fami-
ly Promise Center. CGS will be 
providing dinner on Monday, 
December 9 at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    
Please contact Caryn Meade at 
carynmeade@yahoo.com  and 
919-889-4365 or Marguerite  
Sullivan at 919-851-7241to                
volunteer. 

Thanksgiving                  
Eucharist                                                       
Please join us in the church at 
7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11/26 for a 
Thanksgiving Eve EVE celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist.  

THE EYC CORNER                                                         
YOUR WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF CGS YOUTH 

HAPPENINGS  

Save These Dates: 

11/17: Regular EYC Meeting in Shepherd’s Hall 

11/23: Raleigh Christmas Parade Hot Chocolate Sale                     
 7am—noon 

11/24: EYC Thanksgiving Dinner Celebration                                                  
 5pm—7pm in Shepherd’s Hall 

The Raleigh Christmas Parade is coming 
up on November 23!                                                   

Come hang out with the EYC crew as we supply the              
parade-going masses with our legendary special-blend 

Hot Chocolate Sale! 

St. Francis                       
Needlework Guild                                                                
Did you see the beautiful needle-
work that received a blessing last 
Sunday at the 10:15 Eucharist? 
Did you wonder where it came 
from? Our very own St. Francis 
Needlework Guild made every 
stitch of it. The Guild is a group of  
CGS parishioners who knit and 
crochet items to share with our 
neighbors who need them, 
whether they be members of our 
parish, babies at area hospital 
nurseries, guests of The Shep-
herd’s Table or even mariners 
who have to remain at sea during 
the Holidays.                                                 
Last Sunday, our priests blessed 
the following items: an angel  

bunting, a prayer shawl, 18 caps 
and blankets for premature                
babies and 67 baby hats.                          
If you’d like to join the St. Francis 
Guild or just would like to know 
more about the group and the 
work it does, please contact      
Meriwether Walker at 919-833-
5102 or mwalker65@juno.com. 

We Need You!                                                            
The pastoral care team currently 
is recruiting new helpers for the 
parishioner MealTrains. Please 
contact Debbie Blankenship at 
919-376-3683 or debbieblanken-
ship1@gmail.com to learn more. 

mailto:tsarena@earthlink.net
mailto:kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org
mailto:carynmeade@yahoo.com
mailto:debbieblankenship1@gmail.com
mailto:debbieblankenship1@gmail.com


Tuesday Bible Study                              
Rev. Nancy’s Bible Study group meets            
every Tuesday with two opportunities for 
you to join in the conversation: 10:30 a.m. 
in the room 403, and 6:30 p.m. in the          
parlor. All are welcome!                                 

Wednesday Men’s                               
Bible Study                                                                                                                 
A great way to start the day for early risers 
or those among us who live and/or work 
downtown! Join us each Wednesday morn-
ing at 7:00 a.m. in room 403 of the parish 
life center for prayer and thoughtful con-
versations on scripture. All are welcome!  

Sunday Morning Bible Study                                                                     
The Adult Sunday Morning Bible Study 
group led by Debbie Moyer meets in room 
404 every Sunday during the 9:00 a.m.  
formation hour and will follow the same 
meeting schedule as Children and Youth 
Sunday School. All are welcome! 

Breakfast Club                      
Looking for a casual way to connect during 
the Sunday Breakfast Club!                                         
All are welcome to share breakfast, conver-
sation, and a short Bible story. We meet a 
little after 9 on the second floor of the Par-
ish Life Center in room 304. If you'd like to 
know more, please stop by Sunday morn-
ing or contact Maggie 
(maggie_puryear@yahoo.com) or Jason 
Puryear (jason.puryear@gmail.com 

Children’s & Youth                        
Sunday School                                                  
Come join us each Sunday morning at 9:00 
a.m. on the second floor of the Duncan-
Giersch Parish Life Center. Click here for 
the Sunday School registration page. 

EYC at Good Shepherd                                                
Episcopal Youth Community meets each 
Sunday evening at 5:00 p.m. for dinner, 
fellowship and a wide range of activities 
throughout the year. Click here to learn 
more and view our EYC calendar. 

Midweek Eucharist and 
Healing Service                                                                             
Join us in the chancel each Thursday at 
12:05 p.m. as we gather for this quiet and 
contemplative time together at the Lord’s 
table.  All are welcome! No exceptions!  

CHRISTIAN                
FORMATION                                    

AT-A-GLANCE 

A Message From 
Our Parish               
Communications 
Ministry                                                                
Advent is nearly upon us. 
With Thanksgiving occurring 

on such a late date this year, and our Advent 
schedule being a bit more event-heavy than in 
years past, we will be producing a single ex-
panded Advent edition of The Shepherd’s 
Staff that will be covering the entire month of 
December. This will allow us to provide you 
with all the details surrounding key dates and 
events while also  allowing us to deliver some 
written formation pieces to accompany you 
on your Advent journey.                                                                               
With that in mind, please note that the sub-
mission deadline for the Advent edition of 
The Shepherd’s Staff will be                                                    
noon on Thursday, November 21.                        
Shepherd’s Notes will publish on its regular 
weekly schedule in December.                                  
Please do not hesitate to reach out to Kirk in 
the parish office with any questions you have. 

Financial Update:                                  
In the Home $tretch!                                                            
As we approach the end of fiscal 2019, we are 
proud to report that your parish is on target 
to finish the year on a positive note and we 
plan for that to be a trend.                                                                      
For the year-to-date through October 31, our 
gross revenue exceeded expenses by $2,632. 
That put us well ahead of this year’s budget as 
well as prior years’ performance. 

Thanks be to God… and to all of you who have 
stepped up! 

Now, as our traditional stewardship season 
comes to its fruition on Commitment Sunday, 
we pray that all of us will consider the bless-
ings of this year, and all for which we are 
grateful in our lives, and show thankfulness 
through our pledges for the year to come.                  
We still need to finish 2019 strong. We cannot 
ease up… before tackling the sticky business 
of budgeting for the New Year. But with God’s 
help, the leadership of our clergy and the en-
thusiasm of an aroused parish nothing is im-
possible. We encourage and applaud your 
involvement.                                                                       
The Peace of the Lord be with you!                               
—Duke Fentress                                                                              
On behalf of the Finance Committee and Vestry 

Oct.31 YTD  Revenue: $618,901;                                    
        Expenses: $616,269 

‘Tis The Season …                                  
For Colds and Flu                           
We have great clergy who are taking care of 
our spiritual health, but there are ways for us 
to help take care of our physical health.  Cold 
and flu season are upon us (we have had both 
at our house in the past 2 weeks) so we need 
to be cognizant of how not to spread our 
germs to others.  Of course, hand washing is 
the single best preventative, or using alcohol 
based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not 
convenient.  If you are running a fever, please 
stay home and take care of yourself.  When 
coughing, please either use a tissue that is 
soon disposed of or cough into the elbow 
area of your sleeve – in other words, cover 
your mouth and teach your children to do the 
same.   And I would like to suggest that if you 
have been ill or have another member of your 
household who has been ill and you do come 
to church, don’t hug or shake hands with  
others during the passing of the peace—a 
“fist bump” or just a spoken “peace be with 
you” is perfectly acceptable this time of 
year.  Also, if you do have a cold or are still 
recovering, it is preferable that you intinct 
your wafer into the wine rather than drinking 
from the chalice or abstain from the wine 
temporarily; viruses do remain on hard                
surfaces for quite awhile until object is 
washed thoroughly in soap and water.                         
I know we all want to protect ourselves and 
those especially vulnerable, such as our most 
senior and junior parishioners, so let’s all take 
a few extra precautions and stay healthy!                               
—Jennifer Tlusty, RN                                                        
                                                                    

Called to Serve                                                                                                              
Has your stewardship discernment yielded a 
call to be a liturgical server? We’d love to 
have you! The more voices and hands we 
have at the lectern and altar, the better!                    
Contact Kirk Royal in the parish office to learn 
more.                                                                                         
919-831-2018 or kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org. 

mailto:maggie_puryear@yahoo.com
mailto:jason.puryear@gmail.com
https://cgsraleigh.wufoo.com/forms/cgs-sunday-school-20192020-registration/
http://www.cgs-raleigh.org/youth-ministries.html
mailto:kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org


Celebrating Birthdays 11/17—11/23!                                                      
11/17—Tim O’Connell, Emily Garrett, Anna Beth Moore                                                                               
11/18—Paul Folsom, Cindy Voegeli, Anna Howard,                 
Patrick Garnier                                                                                                                                                          
11/19—Lisa Kistler, Jason Lugar, Mark Mzyk, Jack Frieson                                                                                                                  
11/20—Richard Isenhour, Maureen MacDonald,                        
Luke Mzyk, Vivian Meade                                                                                                           
11/21—George Kaneklides, Gerard McNeill,                               
Shannon Rybarczyk, Madeline Plonk, Grace Budd                                                                                       
11/22—Frandy Garrett, Vivian Rigsby                                                                                                                             
11/23—Becky Campion, Laura McNeil, Kate Breen 

Prayer Lists                                                                                             
In Our Parish:                                                                                                       

Kevin LeCount, Chris Yetter, Monty Houlder, Sallie Houlder,            
Jill Bryan, Ann Sanders, Hal Miller, Wilma Miller, Virginia Yates, 
Lindsay Hoch, Roy Wright, Rock Kershaw, Ed & Bruce Barnes, 
Carolyn Beard, Stephanie Bias, Richard Kurzmann,                                    
Kay Kurzmann, Darrell Dennis, Aileen Wood, Susanne Newton, 
The Randolph Family, The Shavlik Family, The Habel Family, 
Jonathan                                                                                                                                          
The Departed:                                                                                                                

Ralph Furches, step-father of Michael Springston                                                                                
Bob Schweizer, grandfather of Trey Standish                                                                                              
Friends and Family:                                                                                                

Brinley Harris, Jerry Harris, Ella Wood, Jeffrey Holshouser, 
Katherine Neighbors, Betsy Cheshire, Peggy Fee, Ryan Smith, 
Marie Williams, Jack Wygand, Nick Smith, John Murphy,                 
Mike Webb, Mike Elliott, Bill, Lynn, Debbie, Becky, Katie,                  
The Baker Family                                                                                                     
Serving in the armed forces:                                                                                      

Haywood Foard, Stephan Bristow, Nick Donges, Taylor French, 
Will Eiler, Michael Nelson, Brittin Money, Christopher              
Concannon, Connor Wikholm, Andrew Park                                                                    

Email Kirk Royal (kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org) to add names to the 
prayer list. Please gain permission from anyone you would like to 
add to the list, and specify whether the person is a parishioner, 
friend/family or military. For immediate pastoral care needs outside 
normal parish office hours, please contact any member of the clergy.    
                                                                                                                       
Our prayer list is updated on the first day of each month. If you 
wish to keep your name or a name you’ve requested on the prayer 
list going into the next month, you will need to contact Kirk to ask 
that it remain active. If a name can come off the list prior to the turn 
of the month, please notify Kirk as soon as you are able.         

 

SAVE THE DATE                                       
Celebration of the New Ministry of 
the Rev. Imogen Rhodenhiser                 

Please join us in the church at 6:30 p.m. on                
Tuesday, December 10 for a festal celebration as         
Rev. Imogen is formally installed as the XII Rector 
of The Church of the Good Shepherd.                               

                         
 
 
Sunday, November 17: The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, 
                                           COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist I 
9:00 a.m.     Adult Christian Formation 
9:00 a.m.     Children’s & Youth Sunday School  
9:00 a.m.     Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
10:15 a.m.   Holy Eucharist II 
12 noon       Commitment Sunday Stew Luncheon (Shepherd’s Hall) 
5:00 p.m.     EYC (Shepherd’s Hall) 
 
Monday, November 18 
9:30 a.m.     Diocese of North Carolina Standing Committee (403) 
9:30 a.m.     Diocesan Commission on Ministry for the Diaconate  
                                                                                                           (404) 
5:30 p.m.     Yoga with Laura Woodall 
 
Tuesday, November 19 
10:30 a.m.   Tuesday Morning Bible Study with Rev. Nancy (403) 
11:30 a.m.   Open Doors to the Church & Noonday Prayer 
6:30 p.m.     Tuesday Evening Bible Study with Rev. Nancy (Parlor) 
7:00 p.m.     AA (Shepherd’s Table) 
 
Wednesday, November 20 
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (403) 
11:30 a.m.   Open Doors to the Church & Noonday Prayer 
1:30 p.m.     Staff Meeting (403) 
4:00 p.m.     Society of St. John the Baptist (403) 
6:00 p.m.     Hand Bell Choir (Church) 
6:45 p.m.     CGS Ensemble (Music Suite) 
7:30 p.m.     Chancel Choir (Music Suite) 
 
Thursday, November 21 
12:05 p.m.   Holy Eucharist with Healing (Church) 
12:45 p.m.   Shepherd’s Luncheon (Shepherd’s Hall) 
7:00 p.m.      Holiday Service of Hope and Remembrance                                         
                       (First Baptist Church, Salisbury Street) 
 
Friday, November 22 
The 204th Convention of the Diocese of North Carolina 
           (Benton Convention Center, Winston-Salem) 
Noon            Al-Anon (Parlor) 
 
Saturday, November 23 
The 204th Convention of the Diocese of North Carolina 
           (Benton Convention Center, Winston-Salem) 
6:00 a.m.     EYC Hot Chocolate Sale 
10:00 a.m.   Raleigh Christmas Parade  
 
Sunday, November 24: The Last Sunday after Pentecost,  
                                            Christ the King Sunday 
8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist I 
9:00 a.m.     Special Adult Forum: Meet Your Vestry Candidates 
9:00 a.m.     Adult Christian Formation 
9:00 a.m.     Children’s & Youth Sunday School  
9:00 a.m.     Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
10:15 a.m.   Holy Eucharist II 
12 noon       Worship & Liturgy Committee (403) 
5:00 p.m.     EYC (Shepherd’s Hall) 

At Good Shepherd                                     

 
The Week 
Ahead 

mailto:kirk.royal@cgs-raleigh.org

