THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Welcome to

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
December 22, 2019
We are so glad you decided
to join us in worship.
Our liturgy today is found in
The Book of Common Prayer
(the red book in the pew racks).
All hymns and other congregational
service music are located in
The Hymnal 1982
(the blue book in the pew racks).
To help you navigate the rhythms
and cadences of our worship, just
follow this leaflet like a roadmap:
the page numbers will point you in
the right direction.
Please note also that we have
included congregational instructions
in italics, and congregational
responses in bold italics.
Our worship today will include
Holy Communion.
Here at Good Shepherd,
all are welcome at God’s table.
Wherever you are on your faith
journey, you are welcome at
Good Shepherd.
We invite you to participate fully in
the life of our parish.
Nursery & Children’s Bulletins
Nursery care for infants and children
up to four years of age is available
from 9:00 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. in
the Parish Life Center located just
beyond the East Transept doors.
Our ushers are glad to help point
you in the right direction.
We welcome children to join us in
worship. Feel free to ask an usher for
our special bulletin made just for
kids ages 3 through 11.

Giving at Good Shepherd
Thank you for your contributions!
Financials as of November 25, 2019
YTD Actual Income
$658,850
YTD Budgeted Income
$593,175
YTD Actual Expenses
$674,101
YTD Income vs. Expenses
-15,251
YTD Budgeted Pledges
YTD Actual Pledges Received
Pledges +/- To Date

$465,000
$533,689
+$68,689

All figures are pending approval by the Finance Committee.

The Vestry appreciates all efforts to keep pledges up
to date. We will provide updates at least quarterly.

10:15 a.m.

Voluntary: Variations on How Bright Appears the Morning Star

setting: Dietrich Buxtehude

Introit: Advent Wreath Prayer

setting: Malcolm Archer
Blessed are you, Sov’reign Lord, merciful and gentle:
to you be praise and glory for ever!
Your light has shone in our darkened world
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
grant that we who have seen your glory
may daily be renewed in your image
and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.
Blessed be God for ever.

THE WORD OF GOD
Our liturgy begins on page 355 of The Book of Common Prayer (BCP).
Please stand as we join together in worship.

Processional Hymn: 497, How bright appears the Morning Star

Wie schön leuchtet

Opening Acclamation

BCP p. 355

Collect for Purity

BCP p. 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And Blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis: S-278

setting: William Matthias

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in
us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
Amen.

Please be seated. At this time, we invite all the children ages 4 through 2nd grade to gather in the East Transept (left-hand side when facing
the Altar) for Children’s Chapel.

The First Lesson

Isaiah 7:10-16

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.
But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David!
Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph
like a / flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon
the / cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and
Ma/nasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to / help
us.
3 Restore us, O God of / hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and
we shall be / saved.
4 O Lord God of / hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your / people?

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

Qui regis Israel

5 You have fed them with the bread of
/ tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to
/ drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our
/neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to / scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of / hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and
we shall be / saved.
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your
right / hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong
for your/self.
17 And so will we never turn away from / you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your
/ Name.
18 Restore us, O Lord God of / hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall
be / saved.

The Second Lesson

Romans 1:1-7

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from
David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who
are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Sequence Hymn: 258, Virgin born, we bow before thee

Psalm 86; setting: Claude Goudimel
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The Holy Gospel

Matthew 1:18-25

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,
but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.

The Sermon

The Rev. Imogen Rhodenhiser

A period of silence is kept after the sermon.
Please stand.

The Nicene Creed

BCP p. 358

Please stand or kneel.

The Prayers of the People

First Form, A New Zealand Prayer Book

Periods of silence may be kept.

Heavenly Father,
you have promised to hear when we pray
in the name of your Son.
Therefore in confidence and trust
we pray for the Church:
Father, enliven the Church for its mission
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world.
Breathe fresh life into your people.
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action.

those whose decisions affect the lives of others
that all may act with integrity and courage.
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours.
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he
loves us.
We pray for those in need:
The intercessor offers the names of those for whom prayer has been
requested.

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body,
mind or spirit.
May they know the power of your healing love.

We pray for the world:
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of
justice and peace.
Make us willing agents of your compassion.
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. Strengthen us as we share in making people whole.
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all
that is in it.
Teach us to care creatively for its resources.

We pray for the community:
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom
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We remember those who have died and those who
mourn:
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in
the faith of Christ, and those whose faith is known to
you alone.
Father, into your hands we commend them.

Give comfort to those who mourn.
Bring them peace in their time of loss.

Lord, you have called us to serve you.
Grant that we may walk in your presence:
your love in our hearts,
We praise you for all your saints who have entered your your truth in our minds,
eternal glory.
your strength in our wills;
May their example inspire and encourage us.
until, at the end of our journey,
we know the joy of our homecoming
and the welcome of your embrace,
We pray for ourselves and our ministries:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

BCP p. 360

Absolution

BCP p. 360

Please stand.

The Peace

BCP p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another in the name of Christ.

Greetings and Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem: Cradle Hymn

setting: Kim Arnesen
Women’s Ensemble

Hush! My dear, lie still and slumber;
Holy angels guard thy bed!
Heav’nly blessings without number
Gently falling on thy head.

How much better thou’rt attended.
Than the Son of God could be,
When from heaven he descended,
And became a child like thee!

Please stand.

Doxology

Lasst uns erfreuen
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Our liturgy continues with Eucharistic Prayer B on page 367 of The Book of Common Prayer. Please remain standing.

The Great Thanksgiving

BCP p. 367

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus et Benedictus, S-128

setting: William Mathias

The Celebrant continues with the remainder of Eucharistic Prayer B found on pages 368-369 of The Book of Common Prayer, ending with:

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP p. 364

The Breaking of the Bread

BCP p. 364

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Invitation & Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Hymns during Communion: 60, Creator of the stars of night

Conditor alme siderum; plainsong Mode 4

Please stand.

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those to whom you go
may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
Because we who are many are one body in Christ. We share one bread, one cup.

Post Communion Prayer

BCP p. 365

Blessing

Recessional Hymn: 56, O come, O come Emmanuel (verses 5-8)

Veni, veni Emmanuel

Dismissal

BCP p. 365

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Voluntary: Variation on How Bright Appears the Morning Star

setting: Dietrich Buxtehude

Serving Today
Celebrant:
The Rev. Joyce Corbin Cunningham
Preacher:
The Rev. Imogen Rhodenhiser
Verger:
Dave Roten
Intercessor/Chalice 1:
Ken Sommerville
Chalice 2:
Giles Rhodenhiser
Lectors:
Adrian Standish, Doug Schuetz
Acolytes:
Luke Lashley-Zimmerman, Ashton Blankenship,
Ashelyn Gilbert, Noah Swindell, Camden Ross
Ushers:
Jamey Bass, Debbie Blankenship, Don Blankenship,
Duke Fentress, Paul McSorley, Chas Sharp
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